OUR AMBASSADOR KING

at cross-purposes. " We cannot afford these needless
bickerings," the article continues, " and the people of
Great Britain, in common with Australia, should be
ready to realise that breeding bad blood between those
who are, if possible, something more than kin is in the
highest degree indefensible."

After references to the question of Lancashire cotton
goods, the meat disputes and cricket controversies, there
follow these questions and suggestions : " How much
has been done officially to present both sides of the meat
question for the information of the people as a whole ?
Has the British public been fully and frankly informed,
or the Australian public either, from Government sources
of the realities of the situation ? If all the facts were
adequately realised it might still be difficult to solve the
problem, but the attempt would not be accompanied
and possibly defeated by a needless feeling of irritation.
The British public, for instance, would be little inclined
to listen to sweeping condemnations of our tariff policy
if fully cognisant of the extent of the adjustments made
by Mr. Lyons's Government in the face of extraordinary
difficulties. To preserve the priceless sentiment of mutual
affection in all its natural force, in spite of economic
stresses and party political ambitions, is a fitting task for
statesmen at both ends of the earth.

This appeal reveals the good-will and reasonableness
which we can still count on finding in Australians, and
at the same time the grave dangers which are threatening
to undermine those feelings in both countries. It is a
mistake to take fot granted that the natural sentiment
of mutual affection between England and her ** sister
nations" will continue without care and cultivation.
Being natural and not supernatural, the sentiment must
be conscientiously tended lest it wither and die and its
place be taken by the weeds of bitterness and hatred
which, once sown, flourish exceedingly, needing no
careful cultivation. On more than a few occasions
during his tours the Prince found signs of these waste-
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